THE         NOBLEMAN

conceivable. This compensation he accepted with
joy. He gave thanks to heaven and admited the
wisdom of Providence which dispenses equally
both good and evil. It is not necessary to say
that the young lady was immaculately noble; her
portiait was not sent to him, but her genealogical
tree was, and it was such that the father did not
for an instant hesitate. The son had heard that the
lady had a squint and a humpback, but the honour
of joining her arms and quarterings with his caused
him to pass lightly over these inconveniences.
Moreover, he reckoned on consoling himself with
women less noble and less ill-favoured; for he had
too much grandeur of soul to think it necessary to
love the lady whom he espoused. The marriage,
therefore, was soon concluded.

Julia, when she heard the news, had herself
informed of the wedding day. At the end of the
banquet the Baron, remembering the vigour of his
youth, celebrated so well-assorted a union in
twenty bumpers. When the wine had commenced
to cause some confusion m his wits concerning
ancient and modern nobility, Valamcouit and
Julia entered the hall and threw themselves at his
feet. Having lost a portion of what he called his
reason he felt only tenderness and granted them
forgiveness. Julia was happy, and her sons were
not Knights of Malta.